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The challenge for Internet providers in China is considerable. China seeks 
access to the most advanced technology (AT) and uses that technology to pur-
sue its core political interests. Google has had its share of controversy stemming 
from its efforts to satisfy the demands of the Chinese government in order to 
maintain its lucrative business. It has endured cyber attacks allegedly aimed at 
stealing technology and Gmail account information of suspected Chinese 
human rights activists and has been forced to compromise on some of its prin-
ciples. The July 2010 decision of China’s government to extend Google’s contract 
in the country, for example, came only after months of intense negotiations and 
the company’s willingness to modify its method of processing searches that were 
objectionable to the Chinese government. Although Google did not eliminate 
these searches entirely, they became far more difficult to execute.21

The emergence of TNCs headquartered in developing countries suggests the 
increasing integration and progressive leveling of the global economy. In 2013, 
a total of 135 (27 percent) of the leading 500 firms were located in emerging or 
developing countries (see Figure 7.2 for the total numbers). China alone 
accounted for eighty-nine (66 percent) of these companies.22 South Korea’s 
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7.2

Source: “Global 500 2013,” http://fortune.com/global500/2013/royal-dutch-shell-plc-1

*countries with one or two companies.


